



HATTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

May 6, 2013
6:00 P.M.

 Mayor Doug Meier called the meeting to order on Monday May 6, 2013 at 6:00 P.M. Council members attending were: Bernie Johnson, David Vold, Annette Glennon, Kim Ostlie, Scott Phipps and Mark Duncan
 Special Guests Were: Pat Ellis, Mark Stavens, Paul Rayner, Deputy Conrad Steinhaus and Deputy Steve Hunt . Others in attendance were Arik Solheim and Jackie Buchwitz.
With the acknowledgement of an extra building permit application and the Beautification Committee’s informational letter as additions to the agenda, the meeting began with Arik Solheim presenting the maintenance report.  Vance Phipps has been hired for summer help and will be starting work on May 28th. The council discussed wages for Vance. Bernie Johnson made the motion to start Vance’s wage at $10.00 per hour. Dave Vold seconded the motion. With Scott Phipps abstaining from voting, the motion to pay Vance Phipps $10.00 per hour was approved.
Bernie Johnson suggested that Edson Grindeland’s hourly wage be increased. Annette Glennon made the motion to increase Edson’s hourly wage to $15.00 per hour effective immediately. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Arik stated that people are continuing to abuse the use of the brush pile. There are items being placed on the pile that are prohibited such as mattresses and box springs, old air conditioners, other metal items, sofas and chairs, etc.. He asked that people remember that it is to be used only for yard waste, tree or grass clippings and wood that will burn without being a health hazard. A discussion of possibly discontinuing the brush pile if the abuse continues followed. The City council will be looking into any other options they may be able to take concerning the abuse of the brush pile. Dave Vold will be checking into the possibility of an onsite camera. Topic was tabled until the June meeting.
Annette Glennon made a motion to accept the maintenance report. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. 
Deputy Conrad Steinhaus and Deputy Steve Hunt gave a brief police report. The subject of leaking and sifting loads was broth forth and both deputies expressed thoughts regarding the ND Century Code law 39-21-44.1 that states: “No vehicle may be driven or moved on any highway unless it is so constructed or loaded as to prevent its contents from dropping, sifting, leaking, or otherwise escaping from, except that sand may be dropped for the purpose of securing traction, or water or other substances may be sprinkled on a roadway in cleaning or maintaining the roadway.  No person may operate on any highway any vehicle with any load unless the load and any covering thereon is securely fastened so as to prevent said covering or load from becoming loose, detached, or in any manner a hazard to other users of the highway.” The City council made the decision to follow the State law in this matter.

Deputy Steinhaus reported that there have been calls from residents concerning skunks. He did state that any resident who has skunks or wants them out of their yard to do one of two things; Do not disturb them, they will leave on their own or contact the City Shop and make arrangement to borrow the live trap.  Residents may then set the trap and hopefully contain the animal.  It will be the responsibility of that resident to empty and clean the live trap prior to bringing it back to the City Shop. Annette Glennon made the motion to accept the police report.  Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion carried.
The City Council reviewed the letter submitted by the Hatton Beautification Committee which read as follows:

“The Hatton Beautification Committee received a ND Forest Service America The Beautiful Grant which will enable phase 3 of the tree planting in Hatton to become a reality.  Phase 3 of the tree planting will include boulevard planting for the entire West side of Hatton.  This tree planting will be done Saturday May 18, 2013 beginning at 9:00 AM.  The central meeting place will be at City Hall. Volunteers are again needed to make this project successful.  We will be planting 87 trees and at noon lunch will be provided.  Please bring your own shovel, rake and gloves. The Hatton Beautification Committee will hold a tree informational meeting and workshop.  This meeting will be held on Tuesday May 14, 2013 at 5:00 PM in the Hatton City Hall Office. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the varieties of trees to be planted for phase 3 of our tree Beautification project as well as where the trees will be planted and proper planting procedures.  A map of Phase 3 tree planting will be available to show the tree varieties to be planted on phase 3 properties.

The Hatton Beautification Committee continues to work for a greener and more beautiful Hatton.

 Tree Planting: Saturday May 18, 2013 9:00 AM. City Hall.  
Tree planting informational meeting: Tuesday, May 14th 5:00 PM. City Hall Office.”

Mark Duncan made the motion to re-designate the City of Hatton’s Arbor Day Celebration to coincide with the tree planting day on May 18, 2013. Bernie Johnson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Pat Ellis, manager of the Hatton Swimming pool, informed the City council that she has 5 lifeguards, two that will be part time and another that needs to become certified.  She is also in the process of becoming certified.  Pat discussed some of her summer plans for the Hatton pool activities and wants to encourage after hours swimming for the lifeguards.  The topic of wages for the lifeguards was discussed. Dave Vold made the motion to increase the hourly wage for the lifeguards to $10.00 per hour effective immediately.  Bernie Johnson seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Mark Stavens spoke to the City Council regarding his purchase of the “old theatre” lot at 903 Dakota Avenue and his building permit request application for the construction of 30 self-storage units that he is planning on building in that lot. Mark Duncan made the motion to approve the building permit application submitted by Mark Stavens. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
The City council reviewed the building / demolition permit applications submitted by the following:  Brian Cyrus, Wes & Debbie Todd, Brian & Wendy Dafforn, Jenny Logsdon & John Monson, Ken Flaten, Don Wamstad for Hatton Granite and Steve Nygaard, Bernie Johnson made the motion to approve the seven aforementioned permit applications. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion to approve all said building permits carried.  
Dave Vold requested the addition of Arik Solheim as a third member of the Planning and Zoning Committee. The Planning and zoning committee now consists of Dave Vold and Marlin Balstad. Dave feels that Arik’s knowledge of the locations of property lines and water and sewer lines will be a much needed asset to the planning and zoning committee.  Annette Glennon made the motion to include Arik as a Planning and Zoning committee member. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Paul Rayner from Computer Repair spoke to the Council, upon Mayor Meier’s request, regarding updating electronics for the City Council members. Paul showed the Council examples of Notebooks and laptop selections and presented some pricing information that would enable the City Council to have the meeting agenda and information available to them at their fingertips, eliminating all of the paper generated for each meeting. The Council decided to study this further and postpone any decisions until the June 3, 2013 meeting.             

Annette Glennon made a motion to accept the Minutes of the April 1, 2013 Council Meeting and the April 9th Tax Equalization meeting’s Minutes with an amendment to correct the “In lieu of Taxes” amounts for Hearthstone Apartments being changed from $500.00 to the correct amount of $750.00. Bernie Johnson seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
Bernie Johnson made the motion to approve the Auditor’s April financial reports. Dave Vold seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Scott Phipps made a motion to approve the payments of the following bills:  Aflac; $242.74, Arik Solheim; $75.00, BC/BS; $627.60. Card member Services; $414.10, Century Link (Qwest) $107.96, Dakota Blinds LLC.; $360.00, Flaten Construction; $200.00, Grand Forks Traill Water Dist.; $4,617.25, Hatton Co-op Oil; $1,811.29, Hatton Economic Development; $$646.51, Hatton Free Press; $103.50, Hatton Park District; $1,796.30, HR Collaborative; $30.00,Johnson Pest Control; $50.00, Laker Chemical; $2,244.30, Marco; $219.41,Midcontinent Communications; $168.65, ND League of Cities; $50.00, ND Dept. of Health; $16.00, NDPERS; $698.05, ND State Tax Commissioner; $220.44, Paige Handly; $25.00, P S Doors; $723.08, The Meyer Group; $2,800.00, Traill County Treasurer; $4,027.33, US Treasury; $1,653.85, Verizon Wireless; $79.13, Waste Management of ND; $8,707.83, Xcel Energy(Street Lighting); $1,372.69 and Xcel Energy(City Utilities); $724.60.  Kim Ostlie seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Dave Vold mentioned that he has sent a letter to Orville Sunde’s family regarding his property at 519 Wheat Ave.  He is waiting for a response from the family. He also thanked Bernie for his assistance in the takedown of the Christmas/holiday decorations. Dave also suggested forming a committee to restructure or revise Hatton’s building permit applications and ordinances.  Having no other business Mark made the motion to adjourn.​​​​​​​​​​​​​ seconded by Kim Ostlie.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 
The next City Council meeting will be held on Monday, June 3, 2013 at 6:00 PM.
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