



HATTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

August 3, 2015
6:00 P.M.

 Mayor Douglas Meier called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance on August 3, 2015 at 6:01 P.M.
  Council members attending were: Bernie Johnson, Kim Ostlie, Scott Phipps and Mark Duncan. Curtis Huus and David Vold were absent. Special guests were: Brian Cyrus and Dana Boe Others in attendance were: Arik Solheim and Jackie Buchwitz. 
The City reviewed a copy of a letter sent from the NDIRF (North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund) to Dustin Dalbey informing him that “The City of Hatton is not liable for his vehicle damages and are unable to provide any compensation.”

Arik Solheim presented the maintenance report. Arik submitted two estimates to the City Council for work that needs to be done at the Hatton Swimming pool this year. One from Larimore Plumbing & Heating for the removal and replacement of the Pool Boilers, pumps, filters and other equipment. These items will be removed in order to have a concrete slab poured at ground level for the pool equipment.  The estimate for the work and the materials needed is approximately $9,440.00. Once the equipment is removed from the pit where it sits now, Myron Builders, L.L.C. will fill in the existing pit with new concrete. The estimate from Myron Builders, L.L.C. is $3,572.00.  Scott Phipps made a motion to accept the bid proposals from Myron Builders, L.L.C., and Larimore Plumbing & Heating, with the understanding that these bids do not include wiring or rewiring of the equipment, the repair or replacement of any broken pipes or the construction of a metal shelter to keep the equipment protected from the elements. Bernie Johnson seconded the motion.  Motion was carried unanimously. The Council decided that the pool would be closed by September 1, in order to provide  time for the construction to be started and finished before freeze up. The last day the pool will be open this season will be Sunday August 30.

 Arik is still waiting for a call from Nodak Electric for prices on installing a dedicated light pole for the “Welcome to Hatton” sign. Scott Phipps made the motion to approve the maintenance report. Bernie Johnson seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Kim Ostlie made a motion to accept the Minutes of the July 6, 2015 Council Meeting, Scott Phipps seconded. Motion carried.
The final 2016 Preliminary Budget was submitted to the Council for review.  Scott Phipps made the motion to approve the 2016 Hatton Preliminary Budget and the July 2015 financial reports, Kim Ostlie seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 Scott Phipps also made a motion to approve the payments of the following bills: Aflac; $265.42, Avenet Web Solutions; $42.35, Bank of ND,; $11,734.10,BC/BS; $905.40, Braun Electric; $175.50, Card member Services; $116.68, Century Link; $137.30, Dakota Supply Group; $18.95, Econo Signs; $608.78, Grand Forks Traill Water Dist.; $45,253.76, Hatton Co-op Oil; $2,961.20,  Hatton Economic Development; $2,340.26,  Hatton Fire District; $306.00, Hatton Free Press; $132.54, Hatton Park District; $2,059.85, Johnson’s pest control; $50.00, Marco Inc.; $135.00, Midcontinent Communications; $179.77,  Millers Fresh Foods; $745.13,  N.D. Insurance Dept.; $467.88, N.D. State Tax Commissioner; $261.79, N.D. One Call Concepts; $12.10,  N.D. Sewage Pump & Lift Station; $540.25, NDPERS; $1,027.97, Northwest Asphalt & Maintenance; $3,500.00, Patricia Ellis; $340.55, Paula Petersen; $195.00, Team Lab; $246.22, Traill County Treasurer;  $4,498.00, US Treasury; $3,611.93, U.S. Postal Service; $115.85, Univar, Inc.; $1,200.00,  Verizon Wireless; $91.06, Wade & Carmen Porter; $100.00, Waste Management of ND; $9,423.81, Xcel Energy(Street Lighting); $1,511.17, and Xcel Energy(City Utilities); $817.45. Mark Duncan seconded the Motion.  Motion carried.
The City Council reviewed a submitted draft of a New Ordinance regulating Litter and providing penalties for the violation of a Littering Ordinance.  This ordinance was drafted for the City by Ohnstad Twichell Law Offices for review and any changes or additions that the City Council wants to make.  After some discussion, the topic and any decisions regarding the new ordinance was tabled until the September 8th, 2015 meeting.
The subject of E-payments and the process to initiate E-payments for our customers was discussed.  Bernie Johnson made the motion to not proceed with the initiation of  E-payments. There was no second to his motion. Mark Duncan made the motion to approve the initiation of automatic E-payments for our utility customers. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Scott Phipps, Kim Ostlie, and Mark Duncan all voting “Yes.” Bernie Johnson voted “No”. The motion to initiate the E-Payment Direct billing carried with a 3-1 vote. Upon approval from the Bank of North Dakota and the processing of the remaining paperwork, the E-payment option will be enabled.  Any Hatton Utility Customers who wish to have their Utility bill payment taken directly from their  checking or savings account, should come into The City Auditor’s office and sign up for this service. The City is hoping that this service will be able to go into effect by the October 10th 2015 Utility bill due date.
During the process of the e- payment setup, if it is needed, and recommended by the City’s Accountant, the money from the Sewer Reline checking account may need to be transferred into the Now Checking Account and all revenues from Utility billing will go into one account. Scott Phipps made a motion to merge the Sewer Reline checking account with the NOW account if needed.  Mark Duncan seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Bernie Johnson made the motion to approve the Hatton Co-op Oil LP Gas Contract for the 2015-2016 heating season.  The City of Hatton will prepay for 800 gallons of LP Gas at a cost of $792.00.  Kim Ostlie seconded the motion. Motion carried.

The City council reviewed the building permit applications submitted by Marc & Sheila Gram, Joel & Laura Foss, Mike & Shelle Schmidt and Jeff Rudy. After some discussion, Mark Duncan made the motion to approve the aforementioned applications. Bernie Johnson seconded the motion. Motion to approve all applications carried unanimously.

Bernie Johnson made the motion to rescind the conditions that were placed on the approval of the Elaine Parsons demolition application during the July Council Meeting. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Having no other business to discuss, Mark Duncan made the motion to adjourn. Scott Phipps seconded the motion.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:30PM.
The next City Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday September 8, 2015 at 6:00 P.M.
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