



HATTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

December 7, 2015
6:00 P.M.

 President Bernie Johnson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance on December 7, 2015 at 6:00 P.M.
  Council members attending were: Bernie Johnson, David Vold, Curtis Huus, Mark Duncan and Scott Phipps. Mayor Doug Meier and Councilmember Kim Ostlie were absent. Special guests were: Cindy Skjoiten from Hatton Ford, Jackie Bye from the Hatton Park District and Kyle Meyer from Moore Engineering. Others in attendance were: Deputy Conrad Steinhaus, Arik Solheim and Jackie Buchwitz. 
Cindy Skjoiten from Hatton Ford addressed the council about the motion that was made and passed during the November 2, 2015 council meeting, regarding the “No Parking” signs on the elevator side of Railroad Ave by Hatton Ford.  Cindy asked the Council what prompted the action and why Hatton Ford was singled out as the only business on Railroad Ave. that was creating a safety issue with vehicles parking on both sides of the street.  She asked that the council rethink their position on this issue. After some discussion, Scott Phipps made the motion to rescind the motion made during the November meeting. Mark Duncan seconded the motion. Motion carried. There will not be any “No Parking” signs posted.
Jackie Bye, Hatton Park District secretary, presented the City Council with the annual report of the water revenues collected from the campground visitors during the year. She submitted a check for $252.00 for 126 days of camping at $2.00 per day and also submitted a new (unchanged) contract between the Hatton Park District and the City of Hatton for the 2016 year for the Council’s approval.  David Vold made a motion to accept the revenue report and approve the 2016 contract. Curtis Huus seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
Kyle Meyer, from Moore Engineering, met with the Hatton City council to discuss the potential availability of the Bank of North Dakota’s infrastructure Revolving Loan funds for the proposed Hatton street project. The Bank of ND may be changing the eligibility requirements for “Round 2” of the funding which could enable the City of Hatton to pursue this avenue of funding in order to qualify for these low interest loans. 

 Moore Engineering will keep the City Council informed on what the Band of ND will be doing and when any changes are made to the requirements. 
The Hatton City Council reviewed a required sixty (60) day written notice from the Grand Forks Traill Water District, giving the city formal notice that the Water Purchase Agreement will be amended effective January 1, 2016. Due to the ongoing increase in chemical and electrical costs, The GF Traill Water District will be increasing the water rate. The Hatton City Council discussed various options of how best to alleviate this increase without having the City of Hatton’s residents see an immediate increase on their utility bills each month.  David Vold made the following motion; Effective January 1, 2016 the Mosquito Service charge of $2.00 will be removed from the utility bills and the $2.00 will be added onto the minimum water rate charge of each utility bill, making the base rate for the water service $18.00 per month and leaving the current rate of $5.30 per 1000 Gallons. Mark Duncan seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Deputy Conrad Steinhaus presented the police report. Deputy Steinhaus requested that the City pay him $300.00 for the garage rental of the patrol car for the 2015/2016 winter season. Scott Phipps made the motion to approve the payment of the garage rental to Deputy Steinhaus. Mark Duncan seconded the motion. Motion carried. Scott Phipps made the motion to accept the police report. Curtis Huus seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Arik Solheim gave a brief maintenance report. Arik suggested changing out some of the street lights to LED lighting to eliminate the problem of them continuously going out. Question was brought up as to whose responsibility it is to maintain or repair any of the City street lighting.  Is it the responsibility of Excel Energy or the City of Hatton? The City Council will be evaluating the Xcel contract to make that determination.   Dave Vold made the motion to accept the maintenance report. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Scott Phipps made a motion to accept the Minutes of the November 2, 2015 Council Meeting, Mark Duncan seconded. Motion carried.
 Curtis Huus made the motion to approve the November 2015 financial reports, Dave Vold seconded. Motion carried.  The City Council was informed that six (6) of the City funds that currently receive money from the County each month will be repealed effective December 31, 2015.  The six (6) funds that will be repealed are: The Planning and Zoning fund, Social Security Fund, Insurance Reserve Fund, Forestry Fund, Advertising fund and the Employee Pension fund. The revenues for the six repealed funds will be included into the revenues received for the General Fund and will no longer have separate designations.

 Dave Vold made the motion to approve the following Fund to General Fund Transfers: $950.63 from the Penalty and Interest Fund, $1,363.60 from the City Share of Specials fund, $922.48 from the Planning and Zoning Fund, $6,435.59 from the Social Security Fund, $5,519.01 from the Insurance Reserve Fund, $1,663.62 from the Forestry Fund, $4,600.00 from the County Road Fund, $923.03 from the Advertising Fund, $1,472.36 from the Emergency Fund, $5,847.16 from the Mosquito Fund, $7,352.90 from the Employee Pension Fund and $50.64 from the General Fund into the Special Assessment Fund. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
 Scott Phipps made a motion to approve the payments of the following bills: Acme Electric; $543.43,Aflac; $265.42, BC/BS; $905.40,Cardmember Services; $567.47, Century Link; $138.58, GF Traill Water Dist.; $5,767.96, GF Utility Billing; $54.50, Hatton Co-op Oil; $837.84,  Hatton Economic Development; $2,089.81, Hatton Free Press; $162.75, Hawkins Inc., $2,022.16, Heritage Publications; $469.00, Jeff G. Rudy Construction; $3,438.00, John Deere Financial; $168.70, Johnson Pest Control; $51.13, Marco Inc.; $135.00, Midcontinent Communications; $174.06, Naastad Brothers Inc.; $6,697.94, N.D. Dept. of Health; $16.00, N.D. League of Cities; $120.00, N.D. One Call; $2.20, NDPERS; $1,888.87, N.D. Dept. of Transportation; $917.07, Team Lab; $203.75, Traill County Treasurer;  $4,498.00, US Treasury; $3,914.96, U.S. Postal Service; $116.90, Verizon Wireless; $91.05, Waste Management of ND; $9,468.05, and Xcel Energy(City Utilities); $366.97.  Curtis Huus seconded the Motion.  Motion carried.
Mark Duncan made the motion to designate the following days, dates, location and times of the 2016 Monthly Council meetings: 

Monday   January 4, 2016          Hatton City Hall  6:00 PM.
Monday    Feb. 1, 2016
             Hatton City Hall   6:00 PM

Monday    March 7, 2016
Hatton City Hall   6:00PM

Monday    April 4, 2016  
Hatton City Hall   6:00PM

Tuesday   April 12, 2016
Hatton City Hall    6:00 PM

                                                    
Tax Equalization Mtg.

Monday     May 2, 2016

Hatton City Hall   6:00PM

Monday    June 6, 2016    
Hatton City Hall   6:00PM

Tuesday    June 21, 2016
City Council Reorganizational Mtg.



                           Hatton City Hall   6:00 PM

Tuesday    July 5, 2016

Hatton City Hall   6:00PM

Monday    August 1, 2016
Hatton City Hall   6:00PM

Tuesday   Sept. 6, 2016

Hatton City Hall   6:00PM

Monday   Oct. 3, 2016          
Hatton City Hall   6:00PM

Monday    Nov.7, 2016

Hatton City Hall   6:00PM

Monday   Dec. 5, 2016    
Hatton City Hal    6:00PM. 

Scott Phipps seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

The City Council discussed Employee wages and any possible wage increases for the 2016 year. Dave Vold made the motion to table the discussion until the January 4, 2016 meeting. Scott Phipps seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Curtis Huus made the motion to present the following Christmas gifts to each of these designated recipients for the 2015 holiday season:
Arik Solheim:

$300.00

Jackie Buchwitz:
$300.00

Conrad Steinhaus:
$100.00

Arden Johnson:
$150.00

Dave Vold:

$100.00 (planning & zoning)

Edson Grindeland:
$50.00

Logan Vettelson:
$100.00

Patricia Ellis:

$100.00

Arik Solheim:

$100.00 (planning & zoning)
Mark Duncan seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Mark Duncan made the motion to accept the amendment of the Building Permit Ordinance # 237-A for the change in section 5 and to declare this as the first reading of the Amendment to change section 5 to read as follows: Section 5. A building permit reviewed by the Zoning commission, approved by the City Council and issued by the City Auditor shall be valid for a period of 24 months from the date of issuance.” “A Demolition Permit, reviewed by the zoning commission, approved by the City Council and Issued by the City Auditor shall be valid for a period of 30 days from the date of issuance. 

Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. The Second and final reading will take place during the January 4, 2016 Council meeting.
Having no other business, Mark Duncan made the motion to adjourn; seconded by Curtis Huus.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:05P.M. 
The next City Council meeting is scheduled for Monday January 4, 2016 at 6:00 P.M.
Hatton Mayor: _________________________                                      Auditor: ______________________
                                     Douglas Meier                                                                   Jackie Buchwitz  
Subject to approval

