



HATTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                                                                                      February 7, 2011
 Mayor Doug Meier called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Council members attending were: Annette Glennon, Bernie Johnson, Dave Vold, Kim Ostlie, Mark Duncan and Scott Phipps. Guests were: Gary Lillimoen and Lowell Nelson. Others in attendance were: Deputy Conrad Steinhaus, Arik Solheim and Jackie Buchwitz.  
Annette Glennon made a motion to accept the Minutes of the January 3, 2011 Council Meeting. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Gary Lillimoen presented the following report on the Beautification Committee’s 2010 accomplishments and the Committee’s 2011 goals: 
“2011 is the 7th year of existence of the Beautification Committee.  We feel 2010 was a very productive year...  The 23 planters located around the downtown area and in the parks displayed seasonal beauty.  Spring and summer flowers were raised and planted by the Hatton School horticulture class under the direction of Karen Howsen with funding from the Hatton Men’s Club and Beautification Committee.  The planters were watered and maintained by Community volunteers organized by Donalee Strand. The Planters also had fall and winter displays.  The Green Park was beautiful this summer and was maintained well with the help of Community volunteers.”    “We held 2 tree workshops in February 2010; the guest speaker was Sharon Bartels from the ND Dept. of Forestry.  Hatton’s Arbor Day was held in conjunction with these workshops. An appreciation dinner and informational tree meeting was also held.  Spring of 2010 was great, as 198 trees were planted on the Hatton City boulevards, First Street and Third Street.  This planting was made possible through a $25,000.00 grant through the N.D. Department of Transportation and Department of Forestry, and again, many Hatton volunteers.”  “ We wish to express special thanks to Bernie Johnson, Art Stavens, and James Foss for the watering.  A great Community effort of 2 very fun and rewarding weekends of planting accomplishments.” 

“The Goose River Art & Historical Park has shown considerable progress this past year. The raised garden (with primary construction by Graeme Wilson) was planted with perennials. 1,000 tulip bulbs were planted by the Hatton Horticulture class and Mrs. Howsen.  These plantings should provide for spectacular spring and summer displays.”   “The log house donated by the Andrew Pladson children has become a beautiful historic site for our community, due in large part to the dedication and hours and hours of work by Dave Vold.”   A curved chair from Otto Aaland will be enjoyed by visitors. A wood burning welcome plaque created by Roberta Grindeland will enhance the beauty of the log house. “Shingling of the East side was done by Kerry Wold, Bryan Dafforn, Scott Phipps, Dave Vold, Marlin Balstad, Bernie Glennon and Chuck Meldahl.  A leaded and stained glass door was obtained and will be installed this spring.   Some exterior and interior work remains.  Knights Welding has volunteered to restore and paint the farm equipment outside of the Log house. A water feature was installed in the south end of the Park, a fence and hedge of Korean Lilacs set off the North end of the park, a garden arch and gate donated by Karen Naastad in memory of her mom, Jeanette Klevberg welcomes visitors at the North entrance and “Celebration Flags” sewn by Mardell Naastad, fly at the Goose River Park recognizing different times of the year. Six flowering crab trees, 2 prairie gen pear trees, 2 Japanese Lilac trees and several evergreens were added to the Parks landscape. 8 Evergreens grown from seedlings and donated by Del Hlavinka were planted on a very windy day last fall.   General maintenance of the Goose River Park was done by the Hatton Park Board and the Beautification Committee.  “We welcome your ideas and input in making this park an attractive, inviting and unique feature of the City of Hatton. The Beautification Committee works with the Community Club in the “Yard of the Month” and the “Holiday Prize” selections.  Karen Naastad and Ellen Amb attended the Tree Workshop on January 31, 2011.
We are a rather informal group, meeting when necessary, so feel free to approach us with any questions, advice, ideas or criticisms. Much of our time has been spent working on grants, which brings us to our goals for 2011.

City of Hatton’s Beautification Committee goals for 2011 are as follows:

1. Tree Workshop in March and again this will be our Arbor Day celebration. A public proclamation will be made by our Mayor and lead by the City Council.  
2.   Continue our status as a“Tree City” by planting the necessary number of trees to comply with the specifications of this program.  
3.  A spring tree planting of approximately 200 trees is planned, again funded by the ND Department of Forestry Grand of $25,000.00.  We are confident that the Hatton City Council and the Hatton Community will help and support this beautification project. Tree bids will be called for. A tentative scope is finished with 15 tree varieties in the plan. 

4.    County Squire Lot:  We suggest a simple plan of planting grass and trees and incorporating a couple of benches and planters, Painting of the east wall and planting vines to cover the wall.   

5.   Continue the work on The Goose River Art & Historical Park with primary attention to the log house and the raised gardens.  

6.   Green Park mural needs a paint touch up and the garden will need regular care.

7. Planters will again be cared for as in the past.  

8.  Mural on the Co-op wall is a goal, depending on volunteers.  

9.   Seek out other Grant alternatives.
 “A single thread that runs though our report is VOLUNTEERS.”  “The beautification Committee thanks the Hatton City Council for their cooperation, work, support, and funds. We would also like to thank Arik Solheim for all of his work and effort. He has been a large part of our Committee’s progress.”
  “We have received some individual donations, and it is nice to see the public is noticing the work of The Beautification Committee.  The generous funding from individuals, the Hatton Economic Development, The Department of Transportation and Forestry, and the Hatton City Council has allowed us to be debt free.”
Mark Duncan made a motion to accept the Beautification Committee report. Annette Glennon seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Deputy Conrad Steinhaus gave the police report. In conjunction with the police report, Mayor Doug Meier informed the Council of a phone request from the Grand Forks County Juvenile Court asking if the City of Hatton was going to seek some type of restitution for the teardown of the County Squire building after it was destroyed by the fire.  The Council discussed the pros and cons of seeking a monetary restitution or requesting community service hours from the juveniles’ responsible for the fire.  Dave Vold made the motion to seek 100 hours of community service hours per juvenile for the damages and subsequent monetary costs incurred by the City for the tear down the County Squire building.  Mark Duncan seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken will all members approving. Motion carried.  Annette Glennon made a motion to accept the police report.  Kim Ostlie seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
A Municipal Court report was submitted by Judge Thomas Moe; During the Months of December 2010 and January 2011, nine issued parking violations were paid for a total of $450.00.  Bernie Johnson made the motion to accept the Municipal Court Report. Mark Duncan seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Arik Solheim gave the maintenance report. Arik shared with the Council information regarding sales for new holiday decorations for the City.  The Council expressed interest in a couple of different styles. Bernie Johnson made a motion to the Council to allow Arik to order and purchase from the City Sales Tax Fund, approximately 19 new Holiday Decorations for an estimated cost of $5,000.00.  Dave Vold seconded the motion. A vote was taken and approved. Motion carried.  Bernie made the motion, seconded by Scott Phipps to accept the maintenance report. Motion Carried.
Lowell Nelson from Overmoe and Nelson LTD presented the Audit report for the 2010 year. Lowell reported his findings on the Audit to the City Council and made some suggestions concerning various funds of the City and how best to utilize the revenues within those funds. The one finding that has been consistent in the last 7 audits that have been completed is the fact that the City Council needs to establish an Internal Control Policy.  The Council is in the process of formulating and establishing this policy.  Dave Vold made a motion to approve Lowell Nelson’s Audit Report. Mark Duncan seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.
Jackie presented the financial reports for the Month of January to the City Council.  Bernie made the motion to have 50% of the auditor’s salary taken from the General Fund, and 50% of her salary to be taken from the Water Fund.  Bernie also made the motion to have 100% of the summer maintenance employee’s payroll taken from the mosquito fund. Mark Duncan seconded the motions. Motions carried.  
Dave Vold made the motion to accept the auditor’s financial reports.  Bernie seconded the motion. Motion carried.
 Annette Glennon made a motion to approve the payments of the following bills: Aflac; $290.98, Andrew Keeley; $100.00, Bank of N. D.; $2,952.32, Banyon Data Systems; $407.50, BCBS; $407.50, Card member Services; $293.65, Farm Plan; $503.78, Flaten Construction; $315.00, Grand Forks Traill Water District; $4,113.20, GF Welding & Machine; $60.84, Hatton Co-op Oil; $941.56, Hatton Economic Development; $1,178.01, Hatton Free Press; $114.99, Jackie Buchwitz; $41.21, L & J Buchwitz; $100.00,  Midcontinent Cable; $223.11, Millers Fresh Foods; $22.66, ND Dept. of Health; $42.00, ND State Tax Commissioner; $282.51, ND One Call Concepts; $1.30, ND League of Cities; $748.00, NDPERS; $455.93, Overmoe & Nelson LTD; $7,500.00,Power Plan; $399.27, Quest; $74.00, Robert Larson; $300.00, Traill County Treasurer; $2,684.00, U.S.Treasury; $1324.01. Verizon Wireless; $95.15, Waste Management of ND; $8,510.63, Xcel Energy (Street Lighting); $1,195.04 and Xcel Energy (City Utilities); $864.74. Mark Duncan seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
The Council again discussed Waste Managements trash and recycle rate increase to the City.  With Waste Managements increase, the City’s Trash Fund will continuously be running a negative balance that will get larger each month if this rate increase is not passed along to our Utility Customers. After much discussion, Bernie Johnson made the motion to raise the Trash and Recycle rates 10% across the board for the Residential and Commercial users effective with the next billing cycle.  Mark Duncan seconded the motion.  The motion went up for a Roll Call Vote with the following members voting to approve: Annette Glennon, Kim Ostlie, Mark Duncan, Scott Phipps, and Bernie Johnson. Dave Vold opposed. The Motion was carried. 
Kim Ostlie made a motion to approve the building permit applications submitted by Brad Enger and Brian Johnson.  Annette Glennon seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Bernie Johnson approved the motion to reimburse Jackie for mileage incurred of $41.21. Mark Duncan seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

The City Council granted permission for Jackie Buchwitz to attend the League of Cities March Madness Workshop on March 29th and 30th 2011.

A question was put before the Council regarding changing the time of the Monthly Council Meeting.  Scott Phipps made a motion to change the starting time of the Council meetings from 7:00 PM to 6:00 PM. Mark Duncan seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
 Mark Duncan made the motion to adjourn; seconded by Scott Phipps.   Meeting was adjourned at 10:05 P.M. 
The next City Council meeting will be held on Wednesday March 2, 2011, at 6:00 P.M.
Hatton Mayor: _________________________                                                                Auditor: _______________________
                                     Douglas Meier                                                                                                                            Jackie Buchwitz
Subject to approval

