



HATTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

January 4, 2016
6:00 P.M.

 Mayor Douglas Meier called the first meeting of 2016 to order with the Pledge of Allegiance on January 4, 2016 at 6:00 P.M.
  Council members attending were: Bernie Johnson, David Vold, Curtis Huus, Mark Duncan, Scott Phipps and Kim Ostlie.  Others in attendance were:  Dana Boe form the Hatton Free Press, Deputy Conrad Steinhaus, Arik Solheim and Jackie Buchwitz. 
Deputy Conrad Steinhaus presented the police report and addressed questions posed by Mayor Meier regarding home and business break-ins. Upon clarification from Deputy Steinhaus, Scott Phipps made the motion to accept the police report. Bernie Johnson seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Arik Solheim presented a brief report on various maintenance activities during the month of December.    Dave Vold made the motion to approve the maintenance report. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Bernie Johnson made a motion to accept the December 7, 2015 Council Meeting minutes.  Curtis Huus seconded. Motion carried.
Following discussions on the Year End Fund balances and transfers and upon the recommendation of Lowell Nelson from Overmoe & Nelson, LTD., Scott Phipps made the motion for one additional fund to fund transfer of $23,000.00 from the Sewer Fund into the General Fund. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
 Bernie Johnson made the motion to approve the December 2015 financial reports and the 2015 Year End financial reports.  Mark Duncan seconded. Motion carried. 
 Curtis Huus made the motion to approve the payments of the following bills: Aflac; $265.42, BC/BS; $913.90,Cardmember Services; $105.58, Century Link; $138.54, Conrad Steinhaus; $300.00, Flaten Construction; $450.00, Gaffaney’s; $241.89, GF Traill Water Dist.; $5,149.72, Hatton Co-op Oil; $337.31,  Hatton Economic Development; $2,388.85, Hatton Free Press; $64.68, Hatton School Library; $3,353.92, Jeff Rudy Construction; $2,732.00,Johnson Pest Control; $50.00,Laker Chemical; $78.94, Marco Inc.; $135.00, Midcontinent Communications; $176.32, Millers Fresh Foods; $27.53, Municipal Finance Officers Association; $30.00, Myron Builders LLC. $3,572.00, N.D. Dept. Of Health; $816.36, N.D. League of Cities; $927.00, N.D. One Call; $2.20, ND Rural Water; $225.00,NDPERS; $914.82, Temple Display; $3,203.89, Uglem Ness Co. $97.80, US Bank; $18,643.75, US Treasury; $2,363.50, U.S. Postal Service; $117.60, Verizon Wireless; $265.29, Waste Management of ND; $9,727.42, Xcel Energy (Street Lighting) $3,090.19 and Xcel Energy(City Utilities); $3557.40.  Scott Phipps seconded the Motion.  Motion carried.
Wage and Benefits negotiations that were tabled from the December meeting were resumed by the City Council. Bernie Johnson made the motion to change Arik Solheim’s pay control from an hourly rate to an Annual Salary based on 45 hours per week. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion Carried.
Mark Duncan made the motion to cap the dollar amount of Health Insurance that the City provides to a full time employee, at $950.00 per month, per employee and to cap the percentage amount that the City of Hatton provides for NDPERS (retirement) at 15.26% per month, per employee with the Council  revisiting these caps on a yearly basis.
Dave Vold seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Kim Ostlie made the motion to grant a 3% wage increase for Arik Solheim and Jackie Buchwitz for the 2016 year.

Scott Phipps seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Scott Phipps, Kim Ostlie, Curtis Huus, Mark Duncan and Dave Vold voting yes.  Bernie Johnson voted no.  With 5 to 1 in favor, the motion was carried.

Bernie Johnson made the motion to approve the 2016 Grand Forks Traill Water Contract. Curtis Huus seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Kim Ostlie made the motion to declare the Second reading and passage of the section 5 of the Ordinance 237-A, relating to the time frame change of a Demolition Permit. Dave Vold seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

The City Council reviewed Ordinance No.183 pertaining to traffic emergencies and violations. An amendment to Section 1. Changing the authority of the individual to declare a traffic emergency in times of substantial snow fall or drifting snow from the Police Commissioner to the Public Works Director of the City of Hatton was discussed.  Upon agreement by the Council, Mark Duncan made the motion to declare the first reading to amend Sections 1 and 2 of Ordinance No. 183 which will now state “The Public Works Director of the City of Hatton, North Dakota shall have the authority to declare a traffic emergency in times of substantial snow fall or drifting of snow.  The Public Works Director may order the City streets cleared of parked motor vehicles for the duration of the emergency.  During such emergency, The Public Works Director shall have emergency powers in promoting the work of removing such snow from the city streets and restoring the streets to safe traffic conditions.  These emergency powers include the right to impound and remove at the owner’s expense, any motor vehicle parked upon the city streets during the traffic emergency and / or to issue citations to the owners for parking upon the streets during the traffic emergency.”
Bernie Johnson seconded the motion. First reading to amend Ordinance No. 183 carried.  The second reading and passage will take place during the Council Meeting on February 1, 2016.

 Bernie Johnson spoke on the topic of installing new carpet for the City Office.  He will check on pricing and bring results to a future meeting.
Having no other business, Mark Duncan made the motion to adjourn; seconded by Curtis Huus.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:58 P.M. 
The next City Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 1, 2016 at 6:00 P.M.
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