



HATTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

February 1, 2016
6:00 P.M.

 Mayor Douglas Meier called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance on February 1, 2016 at 6:00 P.M.
  Council members attending were: Bernie Johnson, David Vold, Kim Ostlie, Mark Duncan and Scott Phipps. Curtis Huus was absent. Special guests were: Lowell Nelson (Certified Public Accountant from Overmoe & Nelson LTD.), Dana Boe from the Hatton Free Press, Justin Nelson and Merritt Johnson. Others in attendance were: Arik Solheim and Jackie Buchwitz. 
Justin Nelson a software Engineer for InfoTech introduced himself to the City Council and offered his computer and software services to the City of Hatton and its residents that are having computer issues and need assistance. Justin Nelson stated that anyone may call him at 1-701-330-2640 if they are in need of his services.
Arik Solheim gave a brief maintenance report. Scott Phipps made the motion to accept and approve the maintenance report. Mark Duncan seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Lowell Nelson from Overmoe and Nelson LTD. presented the City of Hatton’s 2015 completed audit and audit finding to the Hatton City Council. Upon review of the audit, the financial statement findings and the activities in each major fund, Lowell reported that the 2015 audit was a “clean” audit, had no material misstatements and was in compliance with Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Lowell will be sending a copy of the 2015 audit to the State of ND as he normally does each year. Because of the New GASB ruling requiring a more complex audit report, the cost of the annual audit and audit reporting will be increasing this year. Dave Vold made the motion to accept the 2015 audit findings as presented by Lowell Nelson. Bernie Johnson seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
Dave Vold made a motion to accept the January 4, 2016 Council Meeting minutes.  Kim Ostlie seconded. Motion carried.
 Kim Ostlie made the motion to approve the January 2016 financial reports, Scott Phipps seconded. Motion carried. 
 Bernie Johnson made a motion to approve the payments of the following bills: Aflac; $265.42, Bank of ND, $2,329.86, BC/BS; $4,374.10, Cardmember Services; $68.99, Century Link; $138.64, Elaine Parsons, $100.00, Flaten & Johnson Truck Equipment; $3,137.70, GF Traill Water Dist.; $7,590.66, Hatton Co-op Oil; $683.50,  Hatton Economic Development; $1,734.01, Hatton Free Press; $268.59, Hatton Park District; $1,645.38,  John Deere Financial; $18.48, Marco Inc.; $135.00, Mayport Hardware Hank, $189.99, Michael Todd & Company; $414.73, Midcontinent Communications; $179.56, Millers Fresh Foods; $4.17, N.D. Dept. of Health; $16.00, N.D. One Call; $3,30, ND State Tax Commissioner; $223.92, NDPERS; $1,082.63, Traill County Treasurer;  $4,498.00, US Treasury; $1,960.90, U.S. Postal Service; $116.90, Verizon Wireless; $91.49, Waste Management of ND; $9,687.05, Xcel Energy (Street Lighting) $1,586.34 and Xcel Energy(City Utilities); $777.82.  Mark Duncan seconded the Motion.  Motion carried.
Bernie Johnson made the motion to declare the Second Reading and Passage of the Amendment to Ordinance 183 PERTAINING TO TRAFFIC EMERGENCIES AND VIOLATIONS. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
The City Council discussed a request from Ross Keller from Ohnstad Twitchell Law Firm in Hillsboro.
 Ross Keller has been the City of Hatton’s appointed attorney for many years and recently informed the Hatton City Council of his retirement. A new City Attorney will be appointed during the Organization Meeting on the Fourth Tuesday of June.
With the change of pay status that the City Council granted to Arik at the January meeting, questions on the proper wage reporting to NDPERS emerged. The Hatton City Council, in conjunction with the NDPERS benefits personnel, will be researching and establishing the correct wage reporting procedures.
The City Council reviewed and discussed a building permit application submitted by Kurtis and Lisa Boe. David Vold made the motion to accept and approve the application. Bernie Johnson seconded the Motion. Motion carried.
Having no other business, Mark Duncan made the motion to adjourn; seconded by Scott Phipps. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M. 
The next City Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 7, 2016 at 6:00 P.M.
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