







HATTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

February 3, 2014






    6:00 P.M.


 Hatton City Council President, Bernie Johnson, called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance, on Monday February 3, 2014 at 6:00 P.M.  Council members attending were: Bernie Johnson, Kim Ostlie, Mark Duncan, Scott Phipps and Dave Vold. Mayor Doug Meier and council person Annette Glennon were absent. Special guests were Lowell Nelson from Overmoe & Nelson LTD., Deputy Shawn Skager from the Traill County Sherriff’s Department and Robert Cost.  Jackie Buchwitz was also in attendance.
                        Mark Duncan made the motion to accept the Meeting Agenda. Dave Vold seconded the motion. Motion carried.

The Council reviewed the letter regarding the “If I were Mayor for a day” essay contest.  Dave Vold made a motion to change the contestants from Third grade students to High School students for this years’ contest. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion carried. Dave agreed to look into this and present his findings at the next council meeting.
                        Lowell Nelson, from Overmoe & Nelson LTD, presented the completed 2013 Audit to the City Council. Upon review of the audit, the financial statement findings and the activities in each major fund, Lowell reported that the 2013 Audit was a “clean” audit, had no material misstatements and was in compliance with Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Lowell did note however, that the City needed a Record Retention Statement within its’ Internal Control Policy. Kim Ostlie made a motion that the City of Hatton follows the State of North Dakota’s record retention guidelines. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion carried. Dave Vold made the motion to accept the 2013 audit as presented by Lowell Nelson. Mark Duncan seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Kim Ostlie made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 6, 2014 Council Meeting. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion carried.

 Deputy Skager attended the meeting to represent the Traill County Sheriff’s department. No report was given.  Robert Cost attended the meeting to observe the City Council at work.

Dave Vold made the motion to approve the Auditor’s financial reports from January 2013.  Kim Ostlie seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Mark Duncan made a motion to approve the payments of the following bills: Aflac; $242.74, Bank of ND; $2660.30, BC/BS; $797.80, Card member Services; $236.39, Century Link; $136.22,  Gaffaney’s; $124.12, Grand Forks Traill Water Dist.; $4,317.95, Hatton Co-op Oil; $1,566.37, Hatton Economic Development; $2,145.06, Hatton Free Press; $227.80, Hatton Park District; 2,149.52, Jackie Buchwitz; $44.00, Laker Chemical; $1,694.25, Marco Inc.; $250.24, Midcontinent Communications; $168.43, Millers Fresh Foods; $16.96, Naastad Bros. Inc.; $777.10, ND Dept. of Health; $16.00, ND Dept. of Transportation; $862.59, ND State Tax Commissioner; $223.08, NDPERS; $816.94, RDO Equipment (Power Plan); $821.00,Traill County Treasurer; $11.20, US Treasury; $1,838.46, USPS; $114.92, Verizon Wireless; $80.00, Waste Management of ND; $8,811.00, Xcel Energy(Street Lighting); $1,459.12 and Xcel Energy(City Utilities); $1,001.18. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Upon reviewing a notification letter from Waste Management of ND that stated: “In order to meet our ongoing commitment to providing you with industry leading services, your service rates will increase effective on your next invoice. Your new service rate is based on a number of factors, including the increase cost to service your account due to a $1.75 per ton increase in the rates assessed to us to process waste at Grand Forks Landfill, various increases in our overall operating costs, and / or increases required for us to maintain an acceptable operating margin. To the extent required by your service terms the change in service rates is effective beginning March 1st, 2014.” This is an estimated 4-5% price increase. Scott Phipps will be contacting Waste Management to obtain more information on how this rate increase will affect the City of Hatton and its’ residents. The City Council tabled the discussion about increasing trash rates until the March 3rd meeting.
 

Having no other business, Scott Phipps motioned to adjourn; seconded by Mark Duncan.  Meeting adjourned at 7:42 P.M. 

The next City Council meeting will be held on Monday, March 3, 2014 at 6:00 PM.


Hatton Mayor: _________________________                    Auditor: _______________________
                                                          Douglas Meier                                                                            Jackie Buchwitz


Subject to approval

