



HATTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

March 7, 2016
6:00 P.M.

 President Bernie Johnson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance on March 7, 2016 at 6:00 P.M.
  Council members attending were: Bernie Johnson, David Vold, Curtis Huus, Mark Duncan, Scott Phipps and Kim Ostlie.  Mayor Doug Meier was absent.  Special guest was Brian Osowski from AMK Advisors, Dawn Heskin from the Hatton Park District and Dana Boe from the Hatton Free Press: Others in attendance were: Arik Solheim and Jackie Buchwitz. 
Brian Osowski, the financial advisor from AMKO advisors, for the City of Hatton, addressed the City Council after receiving his copy of the City of Hatton’s 2015 Audit findings. He stated that The City is in a very good financial position and that He is monitoring the bonds that the City has and will advise the City of the interest rates changes and when the possibilities arise that they could be refinanced for a lower rate or paid off. Brian also offered to check into some available resources that the City could look into as an aid for moving forward on the street project. The council informed Brian that they didn’t want him to spend any time checking into these options since “the street project was voted down and they would not be pursuing it in the near future.”

Dawn Heskin spoke to the City council about any options the Park District has as far as cleaning up the trailer park of its electrical boxes and any water or sewer lines coming out of the ground. The Council felt that it would be best for the Park District to dig down and cap off the water lines to keep them available in the event that they needed to be used later.
Arik Solheim gave a brief maintenance report. He has received an application for his summer help and is planning on placing an ad in the Hatton Free Press for a part time person to take over the position left vacant with Arden Johnson’s retirement. Arik will be cleaning up the old City pickup and getting it ready to list it for sale.  He will also be talking with Naastad Brothers Inc. about digging up and replacing the water main valves with the correct stainless valves.   David Vold made the motion to approve the maintenance report. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Kim Ostlie made a motion to accept the February 1, 2016 Council Meeting minutes.  Curtis Huus seconded. Motion carried.
 Mark Duncan made the motion to approve the February 2016 financial reports, Scott Phipps seconded. Motion carried. 
 Mark Duncan  made a motion to approve the payments of the following bills: Acme Electric; Aflac; $265.42, BC/BS; $1,783.20,Cardmember Services; $146.53, Century Link; $138.86, GF Traill Water Dist.; $2,443.58, Hatton Co-op Oil; $283.39,  Hatton Economic Development; $2,150.65, Hatton Free Press; $198.72, Marco Inc.; $135.00, Midcontinent Communications; $181.15, Millers Fresh Foods; $5.99, Municipal Finance Offices Association; $30.00, N.D. Dept.of Health; $16.00, N D State Auditor’s Office; $165.00,  N.D. NDPERS; $1,748.83, Ness Publications; $112.87, Overmoe & Nelson LTD.; $8,800.00, Traill County Treasurer;  $4,509.92, US Treasury; $3,914.96, U.S. Postal Service; $116.90, Verizon Wireless; $95.65, Waste Management of ND; $9,746.91, and Xcel Energy(City Utilities); $1,073.92, and Xcel Energy (Street Lighting); $1,547.15.  Kim Ostlie seconded the Motion.  Motion carried.
The Council briefly reviewed the 2017 Preliminary Budget of the General fund and decided to table any discussions on the General Funds 2017 Preliminary budget until a later meeting. 

After reviewing the building permit applications submitted by Ivan Gunderson and Mark and Faye Duncan, Curtis Huus made a motion to grant building permits to both applicants. Scott Phipps seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Jackie Buchwitz will be attending the Annual Municipal Finance Officers Association meeting  in Bismarck on the 8th and 9th of March to receive the Leadership award for her 100 credits earned and achievements earned through the North Dakota League of Cities and the Municipal Government Academy. The Award will be presented at the noon Luncheon on March 9, 2016.

Mark Duncan spoke of the Annual Arbor Day activities and made a motion to designate Friday April 22, 2016 as the Annual Arbor Day for the City of Hatton. Dave Vold seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.
Bernie Johnson declared that April 22, 2016 be set as the official Arbor Day for the City of Hatton for 2016.

The Hatton City Council, upon learning that NDPERS requires an employee’s entire salaried amount to be reported to them on a monthly basis, discussed and re-evaluated the motion that was made at the January 4, 2016 meeting, to change Arik Solheim’s pay control from an hourly wage to an annual salary. 
Curtis Huus made the motion to take Arik off of the annual salaried pay and put him back to an hourly wage of $23.33 per hour. This will eliminate the reporting of any of his overtime earnings to NDPERS. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Dave Vold spoke about “The Mayor for a Day” contest for the 2016 year and stated that he would work with the teachers at the Hatton School in the designation of the next “mayor for a Day.” 

Mark Duncan made the motion to accept Dave Vold’s suggestions on the “Mayor For A Day.”  Scott Phipps seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Mark Duncan made the motion to increase the trash rates by $1.00 to cover the expenses incurred during the Annual Spring Cleanup weekend. Scott Phipps seconded the motion. Motion carried.  Spring Cleanup will be held on May 13th, from 12:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M. And May 14th from 9:00 A.M. until 6:00 P.M.
Having no other business, Mark Duncan made the motion to adjourn; seconded by Curtis Huus.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 P.M. 
The next City Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 4, 2016 at 6:00 P.M.
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