



HATTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTE

May 2, 2016
6:00 P.M.
 Mayor Douglas Meier called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance on May 2, 2016 at 6:05 P.M.
  Council members attending were: Bernie Johnson, David Vold, Curtis Huus, Mark Duncan, Scott Phipps and Kim Ostlie.   Special guest was: Larry Flaten. Jackie Buchwitz was in attendance. 


Larry Flaten approached the council to discuss the Sewer backup that occurred in his residence due to a blocked sewer line.  Larry Flaten asked the Council if the City of Hatton would be bearing any of the responsibility for the cleanup costs of  his property.  The City Council informed Larry Flaten of the City of Hatton’s ordinances and policies regarding instances of sewer backup. They are as follows:    “Your city employees work diligently to ensure the city’s sewer lines are free flowing. Yet there are instances when debris becomes lodged in a sewer line creating blockage that results in a backup. When the city is notified a sewer line is blocked they respond as rapidly as possible. If, however, there is a backup into your premises it does not mean the city is liable for any resultant damage or cleanup costs. 

In most instances of a sewer backup, there is no liability on the part of the city. Fortunately, the insurance industry has endorsements to your homeowner’s or business insurance that will provide for cleanup costs and damage to your premises or personal property caused by sewer backup. If you currently do not have this coverage, contact your insurance agent. In the case of homeowners insurance, limits of coverage available for cleanup and damaged property range from $2,000.00 to $25,000.00. Businesses may find higher limits of coverage available. To ensure funds are available for cleanup and repair of a sewer backup contact your insurance agent.” “All costs and expenses Incident to the installation and connection of the building sewer shall be borne by the owner. The owner shall indemnify the City of Hatton from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the installation of the building sewer.” (Article 4 Section 3) of the Hatton City Ordinance # 179. Which Pertains to the REGULATING THE USE OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SEWERS AND DRAINS.  As a good faith gesture, on behalf of the City Council, Larry Flaten’s claim will be turned over to the City’s Insurance Company (North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund) and any decisions regarding coverage for his damages will be decided by the Insurance Company.

Kim Ostlie made a motion to accept the April 4, 2016 Council Meeting minutes and the minutes from the Tax Equalization meeting held on April 19, 2016.  Mark Duncan seconded. Motion carried.

The City Council discussed the 1950 and the 2001 Garfield Township Agreement regarding the costs and maintenance of the Township roads that runs 1 mile to the west out of town on 1st street and the road that goes past the Lagoon (County Road 25). The City of Hatton has been paying Flaten Construction for winter and summer maintenance of these township roads.  Scott Phipps made the motion that the current invoice of $150.00 be paid and be accompanied with a notification to Flaten Construction that all future maintenance billings for these township roads be sent directly to Garfield Township. Kim Ostlie seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

 
Scott Phipps made the motion to approve the April 2016 financial reports, Dave Vold seconded. Motion carried. 
Curtis Huus made a motion to approve the payments of the following bills: Aflac; $265.42, BC/BS; $1,805.50, Cardmember Services; $120.19, Century Link; $138.84, Dillon Anderson; $50.00, GF Traill Water Dist.; $2,596.76, Hannaher’s; $181.00.  Hatton Co-op Oil; $142.39, Hatton Economic Development; $1,189.71, Hatton Free Press; $264.36, Hatton Insurance Agency; $7,028.00, Hatton Park District; $1,427.21, In the Swim; $158.32, Marco Inc.; $135.00, Menards; $11.76, Midcontinent Communications; $182.83, N.D. Dept. of Health; $16.00, N.D.  N.D. One Call; $6.00, ND State Tax Commissioner; $241.29,NDPERS; $4,934.17, The Sherwin Williams Co.; $2,116.91, Tim Sheas Nursery; $258.00’ Traill County Treasurer; $4,238.33, US Treasury; $1,848.62, U.S. Postal Service; $116.55, Waste Management of ND; $9,706.19, and Xcel Energy(City Utilities); $941.88 and Excel Energy (Street Lighting); $1,512.68. Mark Duncan seconded the Motion. Motion carried.

 
During the first meeting in May of each year, The Governing Board must designate the official newspaper for the City of Hatton by resolution. NDCC 40-01-09.  Dave Vold made the motion to designate the Hatton Free Press as the Official Newspaper for the City of Hatton.  Bernie Johnson seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Mark Duncan made the motion to approve, Bernie Johnson seconded the motion to approve, a Building Permit application submitted by Jonny & Heather Thompson.  Bernie Johnson made the motion to approve and Curtis Huus seconded the motion to approve, a building permit application submitted by Corey Zimprich. Both motions carried unanimously.
Having no other business, Mark Duncan made the motion to adjourn; seconded by Scott Phipps.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:25P.M.
The next City Council meeting is scheduled for Monday June 6, 2016 at 6:00 P.M.
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