



HATTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

July 6, 2015
6:00 P.M.

 Mayor Douglas Meier called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance on July 6, 2015 at 6:02 P.M.
  Council members attending were: Bernie Johnson, David Vold, Kim Ostlie, Curtis Huus and Mark Duncan. Scott Phipps was absent. Special guests were: Deputy Shawn Skager and Dana Boe. Arik Solheim and Jackie Buchwitz were also present 
Deputy Shawn Skager presented the police report. He commented on how smoothly things went on the July 4th Holiday and had no incidents to report. Curtis Huus made the motion to accept the police report. Bernie Johnson seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Arik Solheim gave a brief maintenance report.  Arik requested that the Council address the issue of residents continuously mowing their grass clippings into the street. Stating” It not only looks bad, but sometimes stops the flow of water into the drains and can become a large mosquito breeding ground.”  The Council discussed creating an amendment to the current Uncut Grasses Ordinance and possibly adding a Fine for anyone violating the Ordinance. The wording of the amendment and the amount of any fines will be researched and discussed in upcoming meetings.  The City Council expressed their thanks and appreciation to Arik for the great job on mosquito spraying and city cleanup prior to the festivities on the 4Th of July.  Kim Ostlie made the motion to approve the maintenance report. Curtis Huus seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Bernie Johnson made a motion to accept the Minutes of the June 1, 2015 Council Meeting.  Kim Ostlie seconded. Motion carried.
After The Councils’ review, David Vold made the motion to approve the June 2015 financial reports, Curtis Huus seconded. Motion carried. 
 Bernie Johnson made a motion to approve the payments of the following bills: Aflac; $265.42, BC/BS; $905.40, Card member Services; $92.97, Century Link; $137.43,Dakota Supply Group; $124.64, Grand Forks Traill Water Dist.; $5,978.60, Hatton Co-op Oil; $502.95, Hatton Economic Development; $1,343.99, Hatton Free Press; $136.44, Hawkins Inc.; $2,047.62, John Deere Financial; $124.18, Marco Inc.; $135.00, Mayport Hardware Hank; $73.45,  Midcontinent Communications; $175.54, Millers Fresh Foods; $6.38, ND Dept. of Health; $31.00, N. D. Once Call; $9.90, NDPERS; $970.79, Patricia Ellis; $525.25, Paul Rayner Computer Repair; $673.04, Paula Petersen; $435.00, Team Lab; $3681.00, Traill County Treasurer;  $4,498.00, US Treasury; $1,868.40,United Lease & Rental; $6,205.20, U.S. Bank; $68,893.75,  U.S. Postal Service; $116.55, Verizon Wireless; $91.06, Waste Management of ND; $11,702.80, Xcel Energy(Street Lighting); $1,488.80, and Xcel Energy(City Utilities); $611.19.  Kim Ostlie seconded the Motion.  Motion carried.
The City Council again reviewed the Street project Surveys, comparing the numbers of “Now”, Later” and “Never” and any comments made by the individuals that did return the survey.  After more discussion about how bad the City streets are and the lack of responses from the survey, Bernie Johnson made the motion to approve the 2015 Street Project. Curtis Huus seconded the motion. Mayor Doug Meier called for a Roll Call vote. Mark Duncan, Kim Ostlie and David Vold voted “No”. Bernie Johnson and Curtis Huus Voted “Yes”.  Scott Phipps was absent.  With a 3-2 vote against the project, the motion to Go Ahead with the Street Project failed to pass at this meeting.
The Building permit applications were reviewed by the City Council. Bernie Johnson made the motion to refund the Fire District’s Permit fee and approve the Application.  He also made the motion to approve the Demo application of Elaine Parsons with the condition that the contractor pay a $500.00 deposit to the city and have all of the work completed in 30 days or lose the deposit. Bernie then made the motion to approve the applications submitted by Fred Strand and Matt Kempel. Mark Duncan seconded the motions.  Motions carried unanimously. 

The Council asked Jackie Buchwitz to research the possibility of allowing the residents to pay their utility bills with automatic deductions from their bank accounts.  Offering e-payments to utility customers will be discussed at a future meeting.
Bernie made the motion to have power “dug In” and proper lighting installed at the “Welcome to Hatton” sign on the Highway, stating “ This project be paid for out of the City Sales Tax Fund.” Mark Duncan seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.
Having no other business,  Mark Duncan made the motion to adjourn; seconded by Kim Ostlie.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:31P.M. 
The next City Council meeting is scheduled for August 3, 2015 at 6:00 P.M...
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